(Template for Letter to Parents inspired by the Buck Institute for Education)
Dear Parent or Guardian:

I am writing to tell you about an exciting project we are about to do in our class. 

I will be using the teaching method of Project Based Learning, or PBL, and Global Collaboration to enhance the students’ learning experiences and foster the 21st Century skills that students will need in our global society.  A collaborative project motivates students to gain knowledge and promotes long-term retention. Projects give students the chance to apply the skills they learn in school to personally relevant and real-world situations. Your child also learns skills in PBL such as how to think critically, solve problems, work in teams, and make presentations using a variety of technological tools. These skills will help students succeed in the future, both in school and in tomorrow’s work world.

 Our project is called Teenagers Around the World and it will last about one month. Students will learn about collecting, organizing, displaying, and analyzing data, meeting the Common Core State Standards for Statistics, and how to communicate effectively and professionally on a global level using the global collaboration platform TIGed. The project’s Driving Question, which focuses our work, is “Are teenagers around the world more similar or different?”. Students will be involved in creating video reflection entries and introductions, communicating via blogs and discussions with teenagers from almost every continent to share ideas, receive and provide feedback, creating, managing, and analyzing surveys, developing data supported arguments, and collaboratively creating a multimedia project. Your child will work in a team, guided by me. We will be working with up to 5 classes around the globe to complete our project. 

Students will be assessed individually on their content knowledge, their collaboration skills, and their presentation skills. As parents or guardians, you can discuss the project at home, encouraging your child to think hard and ask questions about the topic. I invite you to join our classroom as a guest at any time using the following link: https://magrudermath.tiged.org/magrudermath/guest/ and Guest Code: 04510
Please sign and detach the bottom portion of this letter allowing your student to participate in the video portions of our lessons.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about the project!

Sincerely,

Caren Fitzsimmons
Caren_L_Fitzsimmons@mcpsmd.org

I ________________________________________     allow/do not allow      my child ______________________________________ to 

        Name of Parent/Guardian                                     circle one                                                                           Student Name
participate in the video activities for the this project. 
Parent/Guardian Signature_____________________________________________________________

Date______________________________________


