Accountable Talk Sentence Starters
Use these sentence starters as a launch point for your conversations with your peers throughout this project.  
	Situation
	Sentence Starters

	


You need clarification



	· Can you give me an example of _________________?
· What are your reasons for saying_____________?
· Could you explain your response further?
· Can you rephrase your answer?
· Could you help me think through this one part?
· Could you lead me through your thinking?
· What leads you to conclude that?

	


You think someone is incorrect/there are errors in someone else’s work
	· Why did you base your answer on _______________ instead of __________?
· Could you help me think through this one part?
· Could you lead me through your thinking?
· What evidence do you have for that?
· How does this relate to__________?
· Have you considered____________________
· I have a hard time seeing that because of ___________


	Provide positive feedback for someone else’s work
	· I really like what you said here___________
· The conclusion that you came to is _____________ because_______________
· I hadn’t thought of __________________ before.

	Defend your position/explain your reasoning
	· I came to this conclusion because__________
· I believe this is true because________
· The evidence that supports my position is___________
· This is similar to___________
· My reasons for saying this are___________
· I based my answer on this_____________
· This is significant 

	Request for specific feedback
	· What do you think about what I just said?
· Do you see any flaws in my reasoning?
· Do you agree with___________?
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